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TO THE 
PARENTS

What is a Witness?

The practice of witness is leading from your with-ness to talk 

clearly about the gospel and leaning into your weakness to 

invite others into God’s grace. 

Why is it important to teach our kids to 
witness to others?

The Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he should go [teach-

ing him to seek God’s wisdom and will for his abilities and 

talents], Even when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 

22:6 (AMP) 

If we are to train up our children in the way they should go, then 

that means teaching them what the Gospel is and how to share 

it with others. Most of us know the basic gist of the Gospel 

message, but how can we make sure that our kids have a solid 

understanding of it? And how do we teach them to share the 

gospel lovingly and effectively with others?  

My hope is that this guide will serve as another tool in 

your parenting tool belt. 

It has a variety of activities designed to help you start conversa-

tions about the practice of witness with your children and give 
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you some simple ways that you can teach them the importance 

of sharing the Gospel, no matter how young they are. 

How do I use this guide?

Acts 1:8 calls us to be witnesses to the people who live in every 

area of the world, from the people closest to us, “to the ends of 

the earth.” The guide will be broken up into four sections, each 

week will emphasize a specific group of people that we are 

called to share Jesus with. The groups are based off of what is 

pictured in the diagram below.   
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Each week will be broken down  into two 
main sections: 

1. Gospel Gathering
We invite you to set aside one day every week to gather your 

whole family together to go over this guide. Read the Introduc-

tion and the Story section aloud. This should only take 10-15 

minutes of your time, but will be so helpful to teaching them 

what the gospel message is and how to share it with others. 

2. Go & Grow
After each Gospel Gathering, your children will be encouraged 

to participate in 1-2 practices. These practices are designed to 

reinforce what they have learned and provide them with realistic 

ways to incorporate what they are learning into their daily lives. 

Make sure to end every practice by praying together as a family. 

Make sure that you are checking in on your children 

throughout the week, answering questions when need-

ed and providing them with assistance if they ask. 

At the end of the week, gather together and ask each family 

member how their Go & Grow practice went for that week. 

Make sure that you create an encouraging space for learning 

and growing. Even if the children don’t do the practices perfect-

ly, or at all, the most important part is that you are feeding them 

the truth of Jesus and giving them a loving, nurturing space to 

grow in their love of Jesus. 
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Important - Supplies Needed: 
•	 Good News Booklets-1 per child

•	 Bibles

•	 Black Markers (preferably permanent)

•	 Pick up Salvation books at Kids Check-In Table when you pick up 

this Family Witness Practice Book
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You will introduce your family to the practice of witness. 

Read the scripted parts aloud, adapt where needed. 

Introduction 

Say, “This month we are going to be learning about a new 

practice, the practice of witness. What is the practice of 

witness? Let’s learn about it together!

After Jesus died and came back to life, He appeared to His 

disciples who were hiding in a house because they were 

scared. Jesus calmed them down and told them, “Peace be 

with you.” They were so happy to see Him again! But then Jesus 

gave them a job to do. He said, “Just like God sent me, now I’m 

sending you.” Jesus wanted His disciples to go out and tell oth-

ers what they had seen and heard. That’s what a witness does 

—they tell the truth about something really important they saw 

or experienced.

In Acts 1:8, Jesus says it this way: “You will be my witnesses. You 

will tell people about me everywhere.” The word witness means 

someone who sees something important and tells others about 

it. Jesus wanted His friends to tell the world about how He lived, 

died, and came back to life—and how much God loves us.

Gospel Gathering 
Week 1: Sharing the 
Gospel in the Home
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But Jesus didn’t just give them a job. He gave them help, too. He 

promised to send the Holy Spirit—the power and presence of 

God—to be with them always. That means we don’t have to be 

scared or try to do everything on our own. God is with us.

Being a witness doesn’t just mean using words—it also means 

showing others what Jesus is like by how we live. We can be 

kind and loving, even when it’s hard. We can stay hopeful when 

things feel scary. We can serve others with joy. We can talk 

about Jesus and how much He means to us.

As a family, we can be witnesses together. We can look around 

our neighborhoods and see where people need kindness, 

hope, and love. And we can live in a way that shows everyone 

that we follow Jesus.

Do you know what the word ‘Gospel’ means? [Pause for an-

swers] The word ‘Gospel’ means ‘good news’! When we are 

talking about the Gospel of Jesus, what do you think we are 

talking about? What is the good news about Jesus?” [Pause for 

answers]. 

The ‘gospel of Jesus’ is that God loved us SO MUCH that He 

sent His only son, Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins so that 

we can join God in heaven someday! Isn’t that good news? I 

sure think so!
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Today, we are going to learn a little bit more about the Gospel 

and why it is important that we share this good news with other 

people so that they can learn about Jesus, too.”

If your children are old enough to read, invite them to grab 

their Bibles and join you in opening them to Acts 1:8. Read 

the verse out loud or have a child read it.

Say, “In this Bible verse, Jesus is speaking to His friends right 

before He leaves them and ascends up to heaven. What He is 

telling them is very important. Do you remember what He says? 

[Pause for answers] He tells them that they will be His witnesses, 

which means that they will tell other people about Jesus.”

“Now, Jesus spent most of his time in Jerusalem and many of 

His friends were from there as well. When He says, ‘You will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth,’ What He is saying is that His friends 

must share the good news of Jesus with the people  that live 

close to them; to the people that live a little far away; and “to the 

ends of the earth!” That means we, as followers of Jesus, are to 

tell people about Jesus EVERYWHERE we go!” 

“Over the next four weeks, we will be learning to be witnesses 

for Jesus. We will learn how to share the Gospel and  learn the 

importance of lovingly sharing the good news to your family 

members, friends, neighbors and with people in other 

countries.”
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Family Activity 

For this activity, each child will be given a Good News book-

let filled with different colored pages. Each page will 

represent a different part of the Gospel and will serve as 

a tool for them as they learn how to share the gospel. The 

page meanings are as follows: 

•	 Green = Growth (2 Peter 3:18)

•	 Black = Sin (Romans 3:23)

•	 Red = Blood of Jesus (Romans 5:8)

•	 White = Purity OR Being Clean from Sin (1 Corinthians 

6:11)

•	 Blue = Believe (Romans 10:9)

•	 Yellow = Heaven (Romans 6:23) 

Say, “The Now you might be thinking, I know it’s good to tell 

everyone about Jesus, but what do I say? How do I start? 

Those are great questions and if you are thinking them, you are 

not alone. We are actually going to do an activity together to 

help you tell other people about the good news of Jesus without 

leaving anything important out.”

Hold up a Good News booklet. Flip through the book and 

make sure that everyone can see it. 

Say, “Do you see that this book is full of many colors? Each 

color represents something different about the Gospel. 
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Together we are going to learn what each color means. We are 

going to learn what each color represents and use our Bibles to 

learn why each meaning is important.”

Hand a book to each child. Invite them to read along with 

you in their Bibles, or have them read the scripture passages 

aloud.

Say, “Before we open our Good News booklets, we are go-

ing to start at the very beginning of God’s story. Can you tell 

me what happened way back in the beginning- in the book of 

Genesis? [Pause for responses.] God created the earth and 

everything in it and it was good! We were a part of God’s perfect 

and beautiful creation, but then sin entered the world. [Encour-

age everyone to open their Bibles and read Genesis chapter 3 

aloud.] “Because of sin, Adam and Eve were kicked out of the 

beautiful, perfect garden. They were separated from God. But 

God, had a perfect plan so that man didn’t have to stay sepa-

rated from God forever. Now, we are going to go over our Good 

News booklets and learn more about the perfect plan and how 

to share it with others.”

“Please open your books to the first page. The first color is 

black. Can you guess what black represents? [pause for an-

swers] Black represents sin. Let’s read Romans 3:23.

 [Read it together] This is the sad part of the story. We have all 

sinned, which means that we have all done bad things. 

Because of this, we are separated from God.”
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Normally, I recommend black sharpie for the pages, but 

black marker on a black page probably won’t work very well, 

so you can put a piece of masking tape on the page for them 

to write on if you want them. If you do this, invite them to write 

the word “sin” or draw a little picture of something that rep-

resents sin on one of the black pages. Or just leave the page 

black, it’s pretty easy to remember what it means. 

Say, “The next color is red. Can you guess what red rep-

resents? [pause for answers] Red represents the blood of Je-

sus. Let’s read Romans 5:8. [Read it together] We learned from 

the black page that we are all sinners, but God loved us so much 

that He saved us from our sins by sending His Son Jesus to die 

on the cross for our sins. Isn’t that great news? Jesus took our 

place on the cross so we no longer have to be separated from 

God.”

Invite the kids to write “blood of Jesus” or draw a little picture 

of a cross on one of the red pages. I have found that a black 

permanent marker works best for this. 

Say, “The next color is white. Do you know what white rep-

resents? [pause for answers] White represents purity or being 

completely cleaned from sins. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 6:11. 

[Read it together] “Jesus’ blood washed us completely clean, so 

that now we are justified in the name of Jesus, which means that 

our hearts are no longer black with sin, but they are cleaned to 

be white as snow.”
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Invite the kids to write “Purity” or “clean” or draw a little 

picture of a heart to represent their clean heart on one of the 

white pages.

Say, “The next color is blue. Blue represents the word “believe”. 

Let’s read Romans 10:9. [Read it together]. God sent His only 

son to die on the cross for us so that we could be cleansed from 

our sins. This offer is available to everyone, but in order to be 

made clean, the Bible says that we must confess our sins and 

believe that Jesus died for our sins. Once we accept that Jesus 

died for us, then we are saved and get to spend eternity with 

Jesus.”

Invite the kids to write “Believe” or draw a letter “B” to 

represent Believing on one of their blue pages. 

Say, “The last color is yellow. Can you guess what yellow 

represents? [Pause for answers] Yellow represents heaven 

because the Bible tells us that the streets are paved with gold, 

so you can pretend the pages are gold, if you want to. Let’s read 

Romans 6:23. [Read it together] Now, we already learned that 

the consequence for our sin is separation from God or death, 

but the gift of God means that we get to spend eternity in heav-

en with Him. Isn’t this the best news?”

Invite the kids to write “Heaven” or draw a little picture that 

represents heaven on their yellow pages. 
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Say, “Now let’s flip to the back of our books. The final color is 

green. What does green represent? [pause for answers] Green 

represents Growth. Let’s read 2 Peter 3:18. [Read it together] 

Growing in Jesus means becoming like Him and this continues 

our whole lives. Can you think of some ways that we can contin-

ue to grow in the knowledge of Jesus like this verse says?”

Pause for responses. If the children don’t have any ideas, 

talk to them about praying, reading the Bible and going to 

church.

Invite the kids to write the word “growth” or draw a little pic-

ture of a plant growing on one of the green pages. This will 

help them remember what the green stands for.
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Say, “Now, you each have a little book that you can use as a 

tool to make witnessing to others a little bit easier, but before 

you tell others about Jesus, let’s practice sharing the gospel 

with each other at home.”

“This week, I want you to practice sharing the gospel 3 times 

with people in our house or with friends at church. You will show 

them the book and tell them what each color represents. If you 

get nervous, don’t worry, we are all here to encourage you and 

to help you if you forget what the colors mean.”

“At the end of this week, we will talk about how your practicing 

went. If you want to share more than 3 times, that is great! 

Practice as many times as you want to.”

PRAYER

Lead the family in prayer or have everyone in the family 

participate. Focus on asking God to bless the practice of 

witnessing to others, to help them overcome any challenges 

of the practice, and to help them have soft, loving hearts that 

are ready to share the good news of Jesus. 

GO & GROW
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With little kids, pick three times in the week to go over the 

book. If they are only interested in going over 1-2 pages, go 

with it. Be patient with them and answer any questions that 

they have. 

For older kids, really encourage them to share the whole 

thing with different members of the household or with 

friends at church. Although we want them to grasp the 

concept of the colors, encourage them not to stress about 

perfection. Being kind and being a good listener of others is 

a pivotal part of sharing the good news of Jesus. We want to 

arm them to be gentle, loving, and kind ambassadors of the 

kingdom. 
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Gospel Gathering 
Week 2: Sharing the 
Gospel with Friends 

and Relatives
Introduction

Say, “Do you remember what Acts 1:8 says?” [Pause for re-

sponses] “It says ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spir-

it comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’” (NIV)

“We already learned that Jesus was telling His disciples to share 

the good news of Jesus with the people close to them 

(Jerusalem), the people that are a little distant from them (Judea 

and Samaria) and all over the rest of the world.“

“Last week, we got Good News booklets to help us share the 

Gospel story and we practiced with the people in our homes. 

How did your practicing go? [Pause for answers] What did you 

learn?” [Pause for answers] “Were there any parts that were 

hard for you to remember? [Pause for responses.] ”

Don’t rush through this part, if children really want to share 

their experiences, listen. Give them feedback if they ask for 

it, but really focus on giving them your attention and having 

meaningful discussions with them.
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STORY

Say, “This week, we are going to focus on the Jerusalem part 

of the verse, which means that we are going to share the gos-

pel with people that we know well, specifically our friends and 

extended family members, which means family members that 

live outside of our homes and don’t know Jesus.”

“To help us with this, we are going to read a story about a man 

who learned the good news of Jesus and was so excited that he 

ran to find his brother and told him all about it. Now, let’s open our 

Bibles to John 1:35-42.” [Read the scriptures aloud, or let a child 

read it to the family.] “What happened in this story?” [Allow for 

responses.] “At the beginning of these verses, John the Baptist 

says, ‘Look!, the Lamb of God!’” 

“Andrew was very curious about this man who John said was 

the lamb or the son of God. He didn’t just walk away, he followed 

Jesus and spent the day with Him. Andrew was so excited 

about spending the day with Jesus that the Bible tells us that the 

first thing he did was to go find his brother, called Simon.” 

“Isn’t that awesome?! Have you ever been so excited about 

something that you just couldn’t help but share it with the people 

that you love?” [Pause for responses.] “And this is especially 

sweet, because the thing that Andrew was so excited to share 

was the best thing ever in the world to be excited about- it was 

Jesus! And do you know how Andrew’s brother, Simon, 
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responded?” [Pause for responses] “Simon followed Andrew to 

Jesus and Jesus gave him the new name of Peter, which means 

‘the rock’.” 

“Now, if you are thinking, ’Is this the same Peter that was one of 

Jesus’ twelve disciples? The one who denied Jesus, and also 

cut off the guard’s ear at Gethsemane when they were trying to 

arrest Jesus?’ Then you would be right- it’s the same Peter [For 

both stories of Peter see Luke 22:54-62 and Matthew 26:47-54]. 

Peter and his brother Andrew were two of Jesus’ twelve disci-

ples.”

“Peter went on to be a great witness of Christ- speaking to thou-

sands and spreading the good news all over. He was a fierce 

and bold follower of Christ who continued to share his faith even 

when he was persecuted and imprisoned. Eventually, he even 

gave up his life for preaching the good news.”
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Say, “This week, we are going to continue using our Good 

News booklets, but this time we will be sharing the good news 

with people outside of our homes. Like Andrew, we will be shar-

ing the Gospel with people that we know well and that we care 

about, but who don’t know Jesus.” 

“Think about someone at school, in your neighborhood, or in 

your family (maybe a cousin, uncle, aunt or grandparent) that 

may not know Jesus. Spend some time praying for this person 

and then make a plan to show them your Good News booklet 

sometime this week. If you show them the book and they are in-

terested, don’t be afraid to answer their questions or invite them 

to church. If you don’t know all the answers to their questions, 

that is okay! The most important thing is that you are sharing 

the good news of Jesus with them in a kind and loving way. 

They might be so excited, like Peter was, that they will follow 

you to church or want to know Jesus for themselves OR they 

might not be very interested. That is okay! I will check in with you 

throughout the week to see how your practice is going and to 

help you if you want it. Remember this Bible verse in 1 Timothy 

4:12, ‘Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, 

but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in 

love in faith and in purity.”

GO & GROW
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PRAYER

Lead the family in prayer or invite everyone to participate as 

you pray together. Encourage them to pray for specific fam-

ily members, that they would be courageous and that they 

would be good examples of sharing the Good News. 
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Gospel Gathering 
Week 3: Sharing the 

Gospel with 
Neighbors

Introduction

Say, “We have talked a lot about sharing the good news of 

Jesus and we have used our Good News booklet several times. 

We are going to continue to hang onto our Good News book-

lets, but instead of sharing the gospel, we are going to focus on 

living it.”

“Last week, we talked to friends and family that know we love 

them and care about them. How did those interactions go? 

[Pause for responses.] Did anyone ask you questions about 

what you were sharing? [Pause for responses.] Tell me some 

things that made you feel good about the practice and some 

things that maybe felt hard or uncomfortable.” [Pause for re-

sponses. Really respond genuinely to what they tell you. Don’t cut 

the conversations short if they want to talk about it.] 

“Since we are going to be focusing on people that we are less 

familiar with, like kids you don’t know well or people who live in 

our neighborhood, we are going to start by introducing 

ourselves and by doing kind things for them. This is a way that 

we can show that we care about them. It also gives us the 
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opportunity to really get to know them. Once you have a rela-

tionship with someone, you will find that it can be easier to talk 

about Jesus with them.”

“Our story this week is about Jesus. We are going to see how He 

showed love to people who wanted to get to know Him better.”

STORY

Say, “Let’s get our Bibles out and open them up to Luke 19. 

This week, we are going to learn about the story of Zacchaeus.” 

[Read Luke 19:1-9] 

•	 Who was Zacchaeus? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 What happened in this story? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 How did Jesus treat Zacchaeus? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 What did Jesus say to him? [Pause for responses.] 

“Zacchaeus was a tax-collector, which was a much-hated type 

of person in the time of Jesus. He was likely seen as someone 

who got rich from taking money from other people. When he 

called out to Jesus, Jesus did not judge him or yell at him for 

being a lousy tax-collector. What did Jesus do? He went to 

Zacchaeus’s house and ate with him.”

“Zacchaeus was not someone who would hang around with 

Jesus’ friends, he was a stranger who was judged by others, 

probably because actually wasn’t that great of a guy, yet Jesus 

still dined with him, talked with him, and showed love to him. In 
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response, Zacchaeus became a follower of Jesus. He pledged 

to give half his money to those in need and turn away from his 

sins. And Jesus welcomed him as one of his own.” 

“Jesus was the most perfect example of sharing the love of the 

Gospel. He wants us to spend time getting to know others just 

like He did with Zacchaeus.”

This week, there will be two practices, an individual 

practice, suitable for kids 5 & up, and a family practice which 

is designed for the whole family to complete together. These 

practices will be very broad. Your family will focus on show-

ing love to a neighbor and your children will focus on getting 

to know a kid that they are not super familiar with. You will 

get to decide what these practices look like and what works 

best for your family. 

In this practice it is important to consider safety. Your 

children are not expected to be sent out alone to tell people 

about Jesus. The goal is for them to get to know the people 

in their lives better, specifically other kids at school or in ex-

tracurricular activities and in the neighborhood. Set up 

expectations for them. How are they going to address 

others? When is it a good time? Make sure they are always 

open with you about the people that they are meeting and 

the interactions they are having with others. 

GO & GROW
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Say, “This week, we are going to focus on sharing the love of 

the Gospel with people that we have seen around, but don’t 

know super well, like kids at school or people in our 

neighborhood.”

“Just as important as sharing the Gospel, it is important to show 

the Gospel through the way we treat others. Good relationships 

take time to grow, so we are going to start by getting to know the 

people around us. We are going to focus on treating people like 

Jesus treated them. When Jesus encountered Zacchaeus, He 

was friendly and ate food with Him. Sometimes living the Gos-

pel looks like helping our neighbors with something, eating food 

with them or inviting a new friend to your house to play. Once 

we get to know people better we can begin to talk more about 

Jesus with them and invite them to church.”

“We will have an individual practice and a family practice. For the 

individual practice, I want you to think of a kid that you have seen 

around, maybe from school, from the neighborhood or from a 

class” [Think gymnastics, karate, etc.]. “I want you to introduce 

yourself to that kid. Say, ‘Hi my name is… What is your name?’ 

Maybe ask them where they go to school or what they like to 

do for fun. Do you have anyone in mind that you would like to be 

friendly with?” [Pause for answers.] “What are some ways that 

you could show kindness to them and get to know them 

better?” [Pause for responses.] 
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If they don’t have ideas, make some suggestions. Maybe 

offer to host a playdate at your home or invite their family out 

to a meal together. Really let your child own this practice and 

make it as independent as possible, with all of the parents’ 

permission, of course.

Say, “For our family practice, we are going to practice showing 

love to our neighbors by doing something kind for them. Let’s try 

to think of a person or family in our neighborhood that we want 

to get to know better. Can you think of anyone?”  [Pause for 

responses.] 

Feel free to throw out suggestions. Really focus on inviting 

your kids to be a part of something special that the family is 

doing together.

Say, “Now, do you have any ideas of specific ways we can 

show kindness to them this week?”  [Pause for responses.]

Really listen to their suggestions. If they are struggling, 

suggest inviting someone for dinner while everyone helps to 

cook; bringing a family dinner; babysitting kids as a family for 

a few hours; helping with yard work; or surprising someone 

with some baked goods or a gift basket and card.

Once you have picked a person and an act of service, pick 

a day of the week to do it on. If you need to, plan one or two 

planning sessions to work out the details with the family. The 

goal is to get the whole family involved, no matter how young 
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the children are. Even 2 year olds can scribble on a card 

or help stir cookies. Really use this practice to model what 

everyday servanthood looks like and don’t forget to make it a 

fun experience.  

Make sure to emphasize to your kids, especially the older 

ones, that loving people well and getting to know them takes 

time and sometimes we don’t see results right away. If the 

individual practice feels awkward, encourage them to try 

again. If the practices go well, continue showing up for those 

people and then decide a next step. Maybe it is to invite them 

to church to share the Gospel message with them. 

PRAYER

As always, close out the gathering with prayer. Encourage 

the kids to pray for the neighbor or child that they want to 

show the love of Jesus to. 
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Gospel Gathering 
Week 4: Sharing the 

Gospel with 
THE WORLD

Introduction

Say, “Last week, we focused on showing the love of Jesus to 

people we didn’t know very well. How did you think that went? 

[Pause for responses.] 

•	 What were some things that were good about the practic-

es? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 What were some things you thought were hard or awk-

ward? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 Do you think the people that you showed Christlike love to 

felt cared for? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 Were you able to talk with anyone about the Gospel or did 

you invite anyone to church? [Pause for responses.] 

•	 What are some things that you can do or that we can do as 

a family to grow those relationships in the coming weeks 

and months? [Pause for responses.]

“This is the last week of our practice and we have already 

followed the examples laid out to us in Acts 1:8 by witnessing to 

others close by (our friends and family) and to those more dis-

tant (neighbors and people we don’t know very well). Now, we 

need to focus on spreading the Gospel to the ends of the earth.” 
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“Do you know what the Great Commission is?” [Pause for 

responses] “The Great Commission refers to Jesus’ command 

to continue to spread the Gospel message all over the world. 

It lines up with Acts 1:8, reemphasizing that we must spread 

the good news of Jesus everywhere. “Therefore, go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19 NIV) 

Sometimes we can get so caught up in spreading the Gospel 

at home, that we forget that we need to care about people of 

ALL nations because God loves them dearly and wants them to 

know the good news of His son, Jesus.” 

“This week, we are going to focus on missionaries, people who 

relocate to foreign countries to spread the Gospel among differ-

ent cultures and languages. We will also learn how we can sup-

port missionaries through our church and through our home.”

STORY

Say, “Amy Carmichael was born in Ireland in 1867. She loved 

Jesus from a young age and had a heart to share His good 

news with others. As a young woman, she noticed so many 

poor women who had to work long, hard hours in the mills. 

These women, or ‘shawlies’ as they were negatively referred to,  

could not afford nice hats so, instead, they wore thin, old shawls 

over their heads to try to keep warm in the cold Irish weather.  

Amy officially began her witness practice when she decided 

to lead a ministry for these “shawlies”. She gave them a warm, 

friendly place where they could learn about Jesus within the 
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church. Over time, her group of ‘shawlies’ grew so big that she 

had to open up a whole new building just to fit them in!”

“Amy’s story doesn’t end there, though. She decided that she 

was called to leave Ireland and share the Gospel with the world, 

specifically with Japan. Sadly, she was not in Japan for long 

when she got very sick and had to go back home. Amy was 

heartbroken, but God had big plans for her- she got better and 

went to live in India instead.”

“At this time, India was a very dark and broken place, especially 

for little girls and children that were sick or injured. Oftentimes, 

the unwanted children were either abandoned in the middle 

of the wilderness or they were dropped off to temples to live 

as slaves. The people in the temples were very mean to them. 

They made them work very hard with little food, no toys, no 

friends, and no people to love them. It was not long after Amy 

arrived in India that she learned about this and, for the next five 

decades, she made it her mission to rescue these little children 

of India.”

“Amy never married and had no children of her own. She 

spent her life building a safe place for the unwanted children 

of India called the Dohnavur (DON-A-VER) Fellowship. Here, 

she shared the love of Jesus with them and gave them a 

place where they were wanted and deeply loved. By the time 

she died, in 1951, at age 83, she was known affectionately as 

“Amma”,  the Tamil word for ‘mother’, to 2,000 children that she 

had helped to rescue and to love!”
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“Amy Carmichael was someone who really practiced Acts 1:8. 

She brought the good news of Jesus into her own town and 

then out across the world. Her ministry property, the Dohnavur 

Fellowship, is still operational and still serves the children of India 

to this day.”

GO & GROW
This is more of an open-ended practice. If your children are 

older, you might want to encourage them to devote some 

time every day or every other day of the next month to 

regularly pray for missionaries. 

As a family, my hope is that you pick one of the following:

1. Pray Together: 

Devote a specific time every day for the entire week where 

you will meet together as a family and pray for missionaries.

2. Give Together: 

Choose an organization to donate money to. You can make 

the kids as involved with this process as you want. 

Suggestions: 

•	 Have the kids pick the organization to donate to. 

•	 Have them put their own money towards the donation. 

•	 Have them do extra chores to earn funds for donating. 

•	 Maybe choose to sacrifice something you normally 
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spend money on during the week, like eating out, and 

donate that money to missions.  

Where to Give: 

•	 The International Missions Board at imb.org                                                                                 

Every year Passion Creek donates to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Fund through IMB.

•	 Samaritan’s Purse at samaritanspurse.org                                                                             

According to their website, Samaritan’s Purse is commit-

ted to “to follow the example of Christ by helping those 

in need and proclaiming the hope of the Gospel.” Among 

other things, they provide International Crisis Response 

and they are known for their seasonal program, Opera-

tion Christmas Child. 

•	 Send International at send.org                                                                                                    

According to their website, “SEND comes alongside 

churches to send missionaries well so that God’s people 

can make a lasting impact worldwide.” 

•	 Passion Creek at passioncreek.church                                                                                     

Passion Creek is a missions-minded church, that is 

committed to giving to mission funds regularly. When you 

give through Passion Creek, you can select to have your 

entire donation go towards the missions fund. 

3. Sponsor a Child Together: 

This is the most involved option. 

If you go to compassion.com you can select a child to 

sponsor for a monthly contribution. You will receive a photo 
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of your sponsored child and occasionally letters from them. 

You are encouraged to write to the child if you are able. 

Currently, Passion Creek is sponsoring two children in their 

Big Kids Class. One of their teachers, Bethany, gives the Big 

Kid’s class regular updates about the children. This is such 

a personal and meaningful way to involve your children in 

thinking about the needs of people across the globe. It’s a 

great way to teach them to love and pray diligently for people 

of other countries and cultures. 

You can either pick the practice yourself or involve the whole 

family in the picking process. Once you have made your 

choice, read the script below and then talk to your children 

about your decision. 

Say, “This week, we are going to pick a practice to participate 

in as a family. There are lots of things we can do to support mis-

sionaries. We are going to decide what is the best one for our 

family and then we are going to do it together.”

PRAYER

End your time together by praying or having each member of 

the family take turns praying for the missionaries around the 

world and the people who have not heard about the Good 

News of Jesus. 
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BONUS PRACTICE
Now, if your kids are anything like mine, they might be very 

interested in missionaries, this is why I wanted to include this 

last bonus practice, it is specifically great for children  6 & up.

This practice will require you to purchase the book Window 

on the World: An Operation World Prayer Resource. It 

can be purchased through Amazon and is well worth it. 

Commit to reading this book together 1-2 times each week 

for 8 weeks, focusing on one country during each session. 

Rather than following the page order, let your children take 

turns picking which countries to explore—this keeps them 

more engaged in the process.

During each reading session, start by learning about the 

chosen country together, then move to the prayer prompts 

located in the bottom right corner of the right page. Have 

each child select one prompt they’d like to pray about, and 

don’t worry if multiple children want to choose the same 

prompt. Take turns praying through their selected prompts, 

and if your kids show curiosity about the countries or want 

to learn more, take time to help them research additional 

information.
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This book provides invaluable opportunities for children to 

gain insights into different countries and cultures while learn-

ing about the specific needs of people around the world. 

It’s excellent for broadening their global awareness and 

strengthening their prayer lives as part of your regular family 

rhythm.

If you decide to try this challenge, don’t be discouraged if 

your children aren’t immediately interested. It often takes a 

few sessions for kids to adjust to the routine, but after about 

two weeks, most children become genuinely engaged and 

begin looking forward to these times as a special part of their 

week.
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RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES

A Tale of Two Kings: God’s Story of Redemption by Glo-

ria Furman (Great breakdown of the gospel story for kids 5-8)

Show Them Jesus: Teaching the Gospel to Kids by Jack 

Klumpenhower (An AMAZING resource for parents. A must 

read.)

Window on the World: An Operation World Prayer Re-

source (Excellent resource to learn about the needs of the 

Church in other countries throughout the world)
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Go Tell Everyone: 9 Missionaries Who Shared the Good 

News by Meredith Cook (Fun and colorful picture book for 

young kids 4-6 years)

Amy Carmichael: The Brown-Eyed Girl Who Learned 

to Pray by Hunter Beless (Great picture book about Amy 

Carmichael for ages 4-10 years)

Do Great Things for God, Series about different women 

of faith (Great for girls 4-10 years)

Hero Tales: A Family Treasury of True Stories from the 

Lives of Christian Heroes by Dave Jackson (Great read-

aloud for kids 8 & Up) 

Christian Heroes: Then & Now, Series by Janet & Geoff 

Benge (Excellent, fast-paced chapter books about all types 

of missionaries for kids  9&up. Fun read-alouds for the whole 

family.) 

MORE MISSIONARY 
RESOURCES:
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